Business meeting after church today.
Sun., 7:00 p.m.  Young Adult Discipleship group
Mon., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 E. Jared Rd.

Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible study in Ephesians at Deffinbaugh’s home.

Sun., May 29, Ken Ford is speaking.

Sat., June 4, 8:00 a.m.  Deacons mtg.
Sat., June 4, 10:00 a.m. to noon  PRAYER at the church.

Sun., June 5, John Pais is speaking

Sun., June 5, 3:00 p.m.  50th Wedding Anniversary for Pastor and Doris
SNACKS for MAY—provided by those with names beginning with N to S.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will eagerly seek true wisdom from God.
2. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Brenden Kealy and their families.
3. PRAY for summer Bible club for children, July 18-22.  Pray for willing, capable workers and the right plans and preparation.
4. PRAISE for those seeking employment. 
5. Pray for Earl Roger, Earl Modrow and Leroy Edwardson—health needs, and for their families.
READ THE BIBLE FOR LIFE  (Week 21)
Kings and Prophets: God Shapes a Kingdom People
Psalm 37; 71; 72; 94; 111-118; 119; Song of Solomon 1:1-5:1

I Kings 1-4
James, the brother of Jesus was one of the most prominent leaders in the early church. Under the power of the Holy Spirit, he demonstrated his writing skills and uncommon wisdom when he penned 5 chapters in the greatest book in the world—the Bible. In chapter 3, James defined two types of wisdom—spiritual and godly; unspiritual and ungodly. According to verses 14-16, being bitterly jealous and selfish is the epitome of being unwise. James’ readers would have understood what his words meant: Having ill will toward others, creating cliques, measuring yourself by your own standards, and denying what God says about you are all characteristics of an ungodly and a devil-motivated wisdom.

In verses 17-18, James presents some characteristics of godly wisdom: walking in integrity with God and others (purity); refusing to awaken and incite anger in other people (peace loving, planting seeds of peace); valuing and accepting other people’s feelings, opinions, and suggestions (gentle, yielding to others); forgiving others’ mistakes and sins (merciful); and being transparent about my weaknesses (sincerity).  

Jesus is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:30). When we stay connected to Him (John 15:5), His values and very life will be formed in us and His wisdom— from above—will flow through us. http://www.ourdailyjourney.org/2010/04/20/godly-wisdom/
THE PRINCIPAL THING

Proverbs 4:7

1. THE GREAT VALUE OF WISDOM.  Prov. 3:13-18

2. THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING WISDOM


The principal thing  Prov. 4:1-9

3. WISDOM DESCRIBED


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 9:10


The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride, arrogance, and the evil way, and the perverse mouth I hate.  Prov. 8:13; 16:6

The fear of the Lord includes being:



Conscious of His character  Psa. 89:14; 97:2


Aware of His presence  Psa. 19:14


Remembering my responsibility to Him.  Rom. 14:12

Worship  John 4:23-24

Investing my life for eternity


Seeking the Lord with all my heart.


Delighting in the Lord, enjoying Him


Obeying the Lord completely, wholeheartedly


Meditating on His word daily

4. THE SOURCEOF WISDOM  Job 28:12-28

Buy the truth and do not sell it, also wisdom, and instruction and understanding. 23:23


To know wisdom and instruction. Prov. 1:2


If you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures 2:1-9

5. BENEFITS OF WISDOM


Deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things. 2:12



Deliver you from the immoral woman. 2:16

Happiness  3:13


By humility and fear of the LORD are riches, honor and life.  22:4

6. HOW TO OBTAIN WISDOM



Hear, read, study, memorize, and meditate on the Word of God



Pray for wisdom. James 1:2-8



Find God’s wisdom in the gospel of Christ.  I Cor. 1:18-31


AS YOU STUDY A VERSE OF SCRIPTURE:


Ask questions. What is the context? What is the message?


Emphasize each word in the verse. Read the verse aloud, emphasizing a different word each time. 


In your own words. Paraphrase the verse


Other verses. Find verses on the same topic.


Use it. Make it part of your thinking and living.
Leroy Edwardson is scheduled for radiation therapy 5 days a week for 5 weeks. If you can provide transportation to Olympia please phone Pam Wood—427-6655.

THE PRINCIPAL THING
Prov. 4:7


To experience God’s favor and goodness we must have wisdom from God that enables us to live in fellowship with God. Wisdom is the basis of true happiness. Wisdom is seeing life from God’s point of view. The foundation part of wisdom is to fear God. This includes being aware of the character of God—holy, righteous, just, unchanging, powerful, as well as good, gracious, loving, and forgiving. As we draw near to God, we become aware of our offenses against God and our need of a Savior. We must humble ourselves to receive Christ and His grace, forgiveness, and life. Christ is the only source of true wisdom.

Wisdom enables us to live a life pleasing to God. The source of wisdom is the Word of God, His revelation of Himself and His ways. We must hear, read, study, memorize and meditate on the Word of God, so that it shapes our thinking and choosing, and establishes our values of daily living. Wisdom from God causes us to value holiness, love, peace, life, marriage, truth, grace, and all that Christ is. Wisdom causes us to live for eternity, not just the present. 


Wisdom guides us into productive, fruitful living. In Christ we have purpose and strength to be spiritually fruitful. Wisdom protects us from destructive lifestyles and harmful relationships. It protects us from deceitful men (Prov. 2:12) and immoral women (Prov. 2:16). It protects us from living a vain, empty, self-centered life (Ecclesiastes). 

Wisdom protects us from being fools. Five kinds of fools are described in Proverbs. 1) simple/naïve (14:15); 2) stubborn (10:8); 3) sensual (10:23);             4) scoffer/scorner (14:9; 19:28); 5) senseless, closed mind, nabal (I Sam. 25:17; Prov. 17:7; 30:22). Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, was a proud, self-centered fool who wanted higher taxes and bigger government so he could exalt himself. He lacked the wisdom that would cause him to see that a ruler is responsible to serve his people. The ten tribes rebelled and established a separate kingdom called Israel. Tragically, all their kings were wicked fools. 

God gives wisdom in answer to prayer (James 1:5). There is earthly, sensual, demonic wisdom that produces bitter envy and self-seeking (Jam. 3:14-15). “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” NAU James 3:17-18
We should examine the fruit in our lives so see if we have the wisdom from above.

“Is this wise?” is a question that gets to the heart of a matter. “What’s wrong with it?” is often used as an evasion of responsibility. God requires us to develop discernment and sound judgment. It is necessary to judge righteously (John 7:24).  It is necessary to judge or discern another person’s character so we can respond wisely to them. We must discern if the person is trustworthy, faithful, genuine, or a fool who is deceptive, manipulative, untrustworthy, ungodly, and self-seeking. Jesus’ command, ‘Judge not.’ prohibits applying to others a standard we are not following ourselves. It prohibits hypocrisy but does not forbid wise judgment of character and actions. Jesus follows by saying, ‘Do not give what is holy to the dogs, or cast your pearls before swine.’ He is telling us not to give something precious to someone who will not value it. This requires some judgment of the person’s character.
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YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.
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153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. NKJ Proverbs 4:7
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