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A Christmas Message
Shay, a learning disabled child, and his father walked in a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball. His dad knew that it was unlikely any of the boys would want Shay on their team. He also knew that it would thrill Shay to be able to play. He asked one of the boys if Shay could be on his team. The boy replied, “Well, our team is behind three runs, and it is the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team.” 
Shay was thrilled to be able to play even though no ball came his way in right field. Then, when his team was up to bat, they were able to get three men on base and the possibility of winning the game. Shay was next in line to bat. Would the team let him bat? 
Shay hardly knew how to hold the bat. The pitcher moved closer to lob the ball in. After a couple swings, Shay hit the ball back to the pitcher who could easily have thrown him out and ended the game. Instead, he threw the ball past the first baseman. 
Everyone shouted: ‘Shay, run to first. Run to first.” Shay hurried to first base. It was the first time he ever got to first base. Then everyone yelled, “Run to second.” The right fielder had retrieved the ball and could have easily thrown him out at second, but he threw it over the second baseman’s head. 
The opposing shortstop cried, “Shay, run to third.” Then, everyone hollered, “Shay, run home!” The runners ahead of Shay scored, and Shay followed them across home plate. He was cheered as the hero who hit the grand slam and won the game. That day the players from both teams laid aside their own goal of winning to show true love and kindness to another. 
Everyone wants and needs to be loved. An infant needs a mother’s love to grow and thrive. A teenager seeks love—sometimes only finding infatuation or being used. A healthy marriage is based on love. Love has many different meanings. True love is giving to another’s genuine needs. It is giving what is truly best for another. It is giving of one’s self to another without expecting a return. 
The greatest love ever is God’s love. He gave his only Son that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16). His love gift took the most unexpected form of a baby, born in a humble stable to poor parents. His love caused Jesus to die on the cross, suffering the just punishment for our sin so that we may be forgiven when we trust in Him. Love must be received to be enjoyed. God’s love in Christ must be received by welcoming Christ into our hearts. Jesus, the light of the world, dispels the darkness from our hearts and lives. He becomes life and peace in us. To experience God’s love we must be willing to turn from our sin and give ourselves to live in the light of Christ. This Christmas you can experience God’s true love by opening your heart to Christ. You will want to get to know Him, love Him and obey Him. Reading the Gospel of John in the Bible will help you. Look for Jesus’ seven statements about who He is, such as “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12). And join the fellowship of others who love Christ. We experience love by loving and receiving love from others who know Christ. 
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