Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ford’s home, 1350 Jared Rd.

Wed., 10:00 a.m. for ladies enrolled in “After God’s Heart”  


Wed., Jan. 26, 7:00 p.m. Business Meeting

Mon., Jan. 31, 9:00 a.m.  Study of the Gospels. See Ken or sign up on the table.
Tues.., Feb. 1, 7:00 p.m.  Missions Meeting with Bob Barnes
Parenting Class by Kevin Leman at Gateway Christian Fellowship every Fri. 7:00. to 8:30 p.m.  Jan 28 to March 11.  Cost $15 or $25 per couple. Phone 426-2758 
SNACKS are furnished by those with last names ending in E through J.  Thanks.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will die to self and live to Christ.
2. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.
3. PRAY for Mary Faust, ill from cancer.
4. PRAY for the needy in our community to have food, clothes, shelter. 

Humility

Humility is the path to death, because in death it gives the highest proof of its perfection.  Humility is the blossom of which death to self is the perfect fruit. Humility must lead us to die to self:  so we prove how wholly we have given ourselves up to it and to God; so alone we are freed from our fallen nature and find the path that leads to life in God, to that full birth of the new nature, of which humility is the breath and the joy. Death to self is not your work; it is God's work. Self can never cast out self, even in the regenerate man.

Accept every humiliation; look upon every person who tries or troubles you as a means of grace to humble you.  God will see such acceptance as proof that your whole heart desires it.  It is the path of humility that leads to the full and perfect experience of our death with Christ. With Christ, who committed His spirit into the Father's hands, humble yourself and acknowledge each day your helpless dependence upon God.  God will raise you up and exalt you.  

Every morning remind yourself afresh of your emptiness so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in you. All God's dealings with man are characterized by two stages.  There is the time of preparation, when command and promise, with the mingled experience of effort and impotence, of failure and partial success, with the holy expectancy of something better, that these waken, train, and discipline men for a higher stage.  Then comes the time of fulfillment, when faith inherits the promise and enjoys what it had so often struggled for in vain.  

This law holds good in every part of the Christian life and in the pursuit of every separate virtue.  And that is because it is grounded in the very nature of things.  In all that concerns our redemption, God must take the initiative.  When that has been done, it is man's turn.  In the effort after obedience and attainment, he must learn to know his powerlessness, in self-despair to die to himself, and so be fitted voluntarily and intelligently to receive from God the end, the completion of that which he had accepted in the beginning in ignorance.  
So God who had been the Beginning before man rightly knew Him or fully understood what His purpose was, is longed for and welcomed as the End, as the All in All             Excerpts from Humility, The Journey Toward Holiness
by Andrew Murray 1828-1917
Bethany House, 2001
ISAAC, JACOB AND JOSEPH

THE PROBLEM OF SELF

1. ISAAC AND REBEKAH


Wonderful beginning to their marriage  Gen. 24


Favoritism to Jacob and Esau  Gen. 25:24-28


Isaac lies about Rebekah being his sister.  Gen. 26

2. JACOB AND ESAU


God chose Jacob to be the spiritual leader. Rom. 9:10-13


Jacob steals the birthright and blessing. Gen. 25 & 27


Jacob flees to escape Esau’s anger Gen. 27:41-46; 28


God appears to Jacob at Bethel. Gen. 28

Jacob is cheated by Laban. Gen. 29


Unrest and rivalry among Jacob’s four wives. Gen. 29-30


Jacob flees with his wives and flocks. Gen. 31


Rachel steals her father’s household gods. Gen. 31:30-32


Jacob wrestles with the Angel. Gen. 32



Receives a new name, new life, new walk.


Jacob makes peace with Esau.
Gen. 33


Jacob returns to Bethel. Gen. 35

3. JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS


Joseph’s brothers envy and hate him. Gen. 37



They sell him as a slave, lie to their father.


Judah’s selfish lust. Gen. 38


Joseph is a slave in Potiphar’s house. He prospers. Gen. 39

Potiphar’s wife tempts him. He refuses, and is falsely accused. 



How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?

Joseph is cast into prison. He serves God and prospers. Gen. 40


Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream and is promoted to the palace.


Joseph’s brothers come for grain. Simeon is imprisoned. Gen. 42:24



They return a second time for grain. 


Judah pleads to be imprisoned instead of Benjamin.



He dies to self and cares for his father and brother. Gen. 44:18-34


Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers. 



You sold me. God sent me. Gen. 45:5


Jacob and his family come to Egypt where they have food. Gen. 46-47


Joseph has forgiven his brothers.



You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, in order….to


 save many people alive.  Gen. 50:20
4. SELF—OUR GREAT PROBLEM


We must die to self in order to live to Christ. Colossians 3


Either ‘Jesus is Lord’ or ‘Self is Lord’. 


Self chooses the easy, soft choices.


Consider yourself as dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  



Rom. 6:11
ISAAC, JACOB AND JOSEPH
THE PROBLEM OF SELF

Gen. 25-50

God chose to work in Abraham’s family to provide a Redeemer for all who would trust Him. But the family members all had serious ‘self’ problems. They served ‘self’’ until God changed their hearts.


Isaac was self-serving and protecting himself when he told Abimelech that Rebekah was his sister. Isaac and Rebekah were self-serving in their favoritism toward their boys

God chose Jacob to be the spiritual leader of his family and the one through whom the promised Seed would come. This choice was not because of Jacob’s goodness. Jacob means ‘supplanter’. He took Esau’s place by trickery, lying, and cheating. He was serving ‘self’. He fled to Haran to escape Esau’s anger and hatred. There he was cheated by Laban, his uncle. There was rivalry among Jacob’s four wives as they vied for Jacob’s love. God directed Jacob to return to Canaan. Rachel stole her father’s household gods. Jacob feared Esau’s revenge. God intervened in Jacob’s life as the Angel wrestled with Jacob by the Brook Jabbok. Jacob received a new name, a new life, and a new walk. 

Because Joseph was his favorite son, Jacob gave him a special coat. It vividly displayed his privileged status. Jacob’s other sons envied and hated Joseph. They were serving ‘self’. They sold Joseph into slavery in Egypt where he served in Potiphar’s house. Potiphar’s wife served ‘self’ and wanted Joseph’s affection. Joseph was falsely accused and imprisoned. There he served the other prisoners and God caused him to prosper. He interpreted the dreams of two prisoners and hoped for release, but languished another two years.


After interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph was promoted from prison to the palace. There he must have experienced envy of Egyptians who desired his position. Joseph’s brothers came for food for their families because of the widespread famine. Joseph’s tests revealed their hearts were changed. For twenty years they had suffered the guilt of selling their brother and lying to their father. When Joseph’s cup was found in Benjamin’s sack and Benjamin was to be kept as Joseph’s slave, it was Judah who pled with Joseph to enslave him and allow Benjamin to return to his father.  What a change in these self centered men!

Today, we still have the problem with ‘self’. Jesus and self cannot both be lord of our lives. We must die to self if Jesus is to be Lord of our lives.  Those who follow Christ must regard ourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:11). We are to ‘present yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God’ (Rom. 6:13).
CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING PLAN

ACT 2: GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE


God is Faithful   Job 1-24


BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
January 23, 2011
YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  ESV Genesis 50:20
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