Tues., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Ken & Sherry Ford’s home, 1350 Jared Rd.
Wed., 7:00 p.m. Bible Study at Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home. Studying Suffering and the Sovereignty of God.
Sunday, June 20, Jonathan and Heidi Bamford, missionaries to the Philippines with New Tribes Mission, plan to be with us. (This is Father’s Day.)  A church dinner is planned. This will enable you to visit more with Jonathan and Heidi. See Willa or Ken to sign up for the fellowship dinner.
Host families needed for German choir members August 6 & 7. See Lena Tober  for more information.

See Doris  if you would like to sign a 50th anniversary card for Eugene and Ruth Stevenson.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will each hear and obey the Word of God.
2. PRAY for our nation—for a spiritual awakening and return to God. Pray for awareness of our need for God and His Spirit to fill us and empower us.

3. PRAY for the Olympia Union Gospel Mission which is helping people with spiritual, medical, dental, and emotional needs.
4. PRAY for those in the military and their families. Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert, Travis Gotch and their families.
A parable begins innocently as a picture that arrests our attention and arouses our interest. But as we study the picture, it becomes a mirror in which we suddenly see ourselves. If we continue to look by faith, the mirror becomes a window through which we see God and His truth. How we respond to that truth will determine what further truth God will teach us.  Warren Weirsbe
FOUR SOILS
1. JESUS IS ESTABLISHING A NEW KINGDOM
2. JESUS TEACHES IN PARABLES


Parables reveal the truth, and also conceal the truth. 4:11-12

3. THE SOWER, THE SEED AND THE FOUR SOILS


THE SOWER plants the seed (the Word of God).


FOUR SOILS



The Pathway represents a hard heart



Satan snatches away the Word.


The Stony Ground represents the shallow heart.




There is no place for the roots to grow.




The flesh counterfeits true transformation.



The Weedy Soil represents the crowded heart.




Worries, lusts, and pleasures crowd out the Word.




The world chokes out the truth of God’s Word.



The Good Soil represents the fruitful heart.





The life is transformed and fruitful.



Fruit includes faith in Christ, fruit of the Spirit, and service.

4. HEAR THE WORD  4:16, 18, 20


Requires an attentive mind and an open heart.


Hear the instruction of your father and mother. Prov. 1:8; 4:1, 13:1

“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” Mk., 4:23; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17 

Learn to listen:



Consider the character and motive of the speaker.



Weigh the evidence that this is true.



Consider the application.



Act on the truth.


“Take heed what you hear.” Pay attention, take care


How are you hearing the Word of God?



Pondering the message, praying it into your life, obeying.



“Hear instruction and be wise.” Prov. 8:33



“Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.” Lu. 11:28


Soil and hearts can be prepared to receive the seed.



Soil can be tilled. Weeds can be weeded out. 



Trouble and suffering may make us more receptive to the Word.



Clutter and distractions can be removed.  



Daily appointments with God can be made and kept.



Scripture can be memorized and meditated on.



Choices can be made to follow God.



Support can be enlisted and welcomed.



What do you need to HEAR and OBEY the WORD of GOD?


Pay attention to warnings of danger for forgetting God’s word.



“How I hated instruction.” Prov. 5:12
The sower and the soils (vv. 1-20). This parable helped the disciples understand why Jesus was not impressed by the large crowds that followed Him. He knew that most of them would never produce fruit from changed lives, because the Word He was teaching them was like seed falling into poor soil. The seed represents God’s Word (Luke 8:11) and the sower is the servant of God who shares that Word with others (see 1 Cor. 3:5-9). The human heart is like soil: it must be prepared to receive the seed before that seed can take root and produce a harvest. Like seed, the Word is alive and able to produce spiritual fruit, but the seed must be planted and cultivated before that harvest will come. As in that day, so today, there are four kinds of hearts and they respond to God’s message in four different ways. The hard heart (Mark 4:4, 15) resists the Word of God and makes it easy for Satan (the birds) to snatch it away. Soil becomes hard when too many feet tread on it. Those who recklessly “open their hearts” to all kinds of people and influences are in danger of developing hard hearts (see Prov. 4:23). Hard hearts must be “plowed up” before they can receive the seed, and this can be a painful experience (Jer. 4:3; Hosea 10:12). The shallow heart (vv. 5-6, 16-17). This heart is like thin soil on a rock, very typical to Palestine. Since there is no depth, whatever is planted cannot last because it has no roots. This represents the “emotional hearer” who joyfully accepts God’s Word but does not really understand the price that must be paid to become a genuine Christian. There may be great enthusiasm for several days or weeks; but when persecution and difficulties begin, the enthusiasm wanes and the joy disappears. It is easy for fallen human nature to counterfeit “religious feelings” and give a professed Christian a feeling of false confidence. The crowded heart (vv. 7, 18-19). This heart pictures the person who receives the Word but does not truly repent and remove the “weeds” out of his or her heart. This hearer has too many different kinds of “seeds” growing in the soil—worldly cares, a desire for riches, a lust for things—and the good seed of the Word has no room in which to grow. To change the image, this person wants to walk the “broad way” and the “narrow way” at the same time (Matt. 7:13-14); and it cannot be done. The fruitful heart (vv. 8, 20). This heart pictures the true believer, because fruit—a changed life—is the evidence of true salvation (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 5:19-23). The other three hearts produced no fruit, so we conclude that they belong to persons who have never been born again. Not all true believers are equally as productive; but from every genuine Christian’s life, there will be some evidence of spiritual fruit. Each of the three fruitless hearts is influenced by a different enemy: the hard heart—the devil himself snatches the seed; the shallow heart—the flesh counterfeits religious feelings; the crowded heart—the things of the world smother the growth and prevent a harvest. These are the three great enemies of the Christian: the world, the flesh, and the devil (Eph. 2:1-3).              Warren Weirsbe, Be Diligent
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Pastor Howard Spear
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Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 25 "For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him." NKJ Mark 4:24-25
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