SNACKS after church in January are furnished by those with last names ending in E through J.  Thanks.

Home meetings will resume in January.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
1. PRAY that we will daily feed our souls on the Word of God 
2. PRAY for those in the military:  Caleb Howard, Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson, Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families

3. PRAY for Eric Hawkins – recovering form severe injury.

4. PRAY for Frontiers Gateway Cities project.
5. PRAY for the needy in our community to have food, clothes, shelter. Pray for Love INC to have needed volunteers and resources.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

Church cleaners needed.  Sign up or contact Ken.

LOVE INC (In the Name of Christ) is seeking to connect people with needs with those willing to help. They receive calls requesting help Tues. and Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 462-5683. Correction:  Correct phone #   462-5683
They need:
1. Volunteers to answer the phone during these hours.
2. Funds for utility assistance.

3. Firewood—people to cut and stack wood

4. Warm clothing for adults (both men and women) and children.

5. Automotive repair

6. Furniture

Requests are screened and then referred to those willing to help.
Carl Duke, the director of Love INC has been invited to come to speak to us on Sun., Jan. 9.
A—Title for this paragraph
B—Best verse—meaningful to me

C​—Command to obey

D—Difficulty to explore

E—Example to follow

FOOD FOR YOUR SOUL

Jeremiah 15:16

THE WORD OF GOD IS :

Food for our soul—Jer. 15:16


Light for our path—Psa. 119:105


Equipment for our life—II Tim. 3:16-17


More necessary than food—Job 23:12


Wisdom for life’s choices Prov. 4:7
HOW TO READ THE WORD OF GOD

Have a hunger to know God—pray for God to meet with you.

Choose a reliable translation with readable print.


Learn the historical setting and context.


Use a study Bible or helpful commentary.

Consider the type of literature—poetry, narrative, prophecy, etc.

Learn the message to the original recipients.

Find the principles that apply to our lives.  Deut. 22:8

Get the big picture of God’s story—Gen. to Rev.; Eden to heaven; 
HOW TO MEDITATE ON THE WORD OF GOD


Meditate day and night  Joshua 1:8-9; Psa. 1; Deut. 6:4-9


Think carefully about each word.

Pray for understanding about the main message.


Pray for application of the principles to your life.

USE THE WORD AS A GUIDE IN PRAYER


Adoration—Thank God that He is the ‘God of Peace’

Confession—Acknowledge where you don’t have peace

Thanksgiving—Thank God for ‘peace with God’ Rom. 5:1

Supplication--Pray for others to experience peace.
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH GOD


Have a place and time to meet with God.

Read from different parts of the Bible. 

Have a schedule to read through the Bible in a year.


Choose a verse to remember and meditate on.
READ THE BIBLE WITH YOUR FAMILY


Goals: Love God, Obey God, Get the Big Picture

Develop a Biblical worldview.

Learn to delight in what God delights in.  Isaiah 66:3-4

Do what is age appropriate with your family.

Make it a delight, not a duty.


SHARE A TREASURE WITH A FRIEND


Tell how you have been encouraged in your walk with God.

Tell how you have been corrected or restored.
FOOD FOR YOUR SOUL

We may eat abundant food but still be malnourished if we don’t eat the proper food or digest and assimilate what we eat. The Word of God is food for our soul, but we must learn to take it in properly and digest it by meditation and application.

The Word of God gives light for our path, wisdom for life’s choices and equipment for every good work. We must learn how to hear, read, study, memorize and meditate on the Word of God so we experience the proper benefits.


A reliable translation is the starting place—such as: The New International Version (NIV), New King James (NKJ), and English Standard Version (ESV).A study Bible or commentary is a great help in learning the historical setting and context. 


We need to grasp the ‘big picture’ of God’s program in this world. He created us to love Him (Deut. 6:4-9) and to love one another. Sin entered the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve disobeyed God. God chose to display His grace by promising a Redeemer who would bring reconciliation and peace between God and man. Jesus is the central figure of the Bible. The tabernacle sacrifices point to Jesus, the Lamb of God. He is the central figure in Revelation. The Bible is not a magic book to make the day like we want. It is God’s revelation of Himself to us.

It is important to understand the message to the original recipients of God’s Word. Ask: What? When? Where? Why? How? questions. Then, ask what principle can I learn from this situation and message. How can that principle be applied in my life today?

Meditation is careful thinking about God’s Word. It includes considering the meaning of important words, pondering the meaning of puzzling statements, and praying for grace to do the will of God (Psa. 143:10). It is running the concepts of the Word  through our mind, will and emotions so they become part of us.

Use the Word of God as a guide in prayer. Learn to know God and His ways. Pray that you would walk in His ways, that you would know and do the will of God. Pray for loved ones to have true love for God.

Make an appointment with God, a time to meet with Him and study the Word. If you only have ten minutes, spend 5 minutes reading, and 5 minutes meditating and praying. Choose a verse or phrase that you will meditate on during the day. Don’t just read and check off that as done. Make it your goal to take in and ponder something during the day. Pray that God’s truth will shape your life.

You can increase your benefit and help another by sharing what you learn. Choose a partner and share each week some treasure you have received from the Word.
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Acts 17:11
READ 2Tim2:15
Rev 13
Deut 17:18-20

MEMORIZE

Ps. 119:11
Prov7:1-3
HEAR
Rm 10:17
Jer 3:15
MEDITATE

OBEDIENCE THE WORD HAND
Luke 6:46-49
James 1:22-25





BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584
360-426-6352
www.bccharstine.org
December 26, 2010
YOU ARE WELCOME

Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., 426-5221

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. ESV 2 Timothy 3:16
In Fellowship With
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