9:30 a.m. Bible Classes for youth and adults.  Adults are studying Galatians.
Youth will present a skit following church today: Balaam the False Prophet
6:00 p.m. Listen to the Bible, bring your lunch and eat together.
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.
Wed., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Community Bible Study.  Study chapter 11. 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Business meeting 
SNACKS IN JANUARY provided by those with last names ending in A to D.


Enjoy the fellowship after church.


Wed., Feb. 3, 7:00 p.m.  TRUTH PROJECT—Invite your friends. This presents a Christian worldview of truth, ethics, man, God, science, history, sociology, the universe, law, government, work and community.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAY for people of Haiti, relief workers and Christian ministries.
2. PRAY for unsaved loved ones to come to Christ.
3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character: 
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist, Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson,  Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.    
5. PRAY FOR June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch—working with ladies and children in Forks and Port Angeles.

6. PRAY FOR THOSE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

James Wood, Mike Scafe 
7. 
PRAYER
I know not by what methods rare,
But this I know, God answers prayer.
I know that He has given His Word,
Which tells me prayer is always heard,
And will be answered, soon or late,
And so I pray and calmly wait.
I know not if the blessing sought
Will come in just the way I thought;
But leave my prayers with Him alone,
Whose will is wiser than my own,
Assured that He will grant my quest,
Or send some answer far more blest.

(Eliza M Hickok, "Prayer," Best Loved Religious Poems, ed. James Gilchrist Lawson, New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1933, p. 160)
DEVELOP SOUND JUDGMENT
Galatians 4:13-20
1. PAUL IS GREATLY CONCERNED FOR THE GALATIANS


“I am afraid for you” 4:11

“I have doubts about you”  4:20


“You have become estranged from Christ…You have fallen from grace.” 5:4
2. THEY WERE BELIEVING AND FOLLOWING ERROR.

They believed persuasive teachers.

They were told they needed to obey the law and practice rituals.


They were trusting in self instead of Christ.

3. THEY NEEDED A POINT OF REFERENCE, A STANDARD

They needed the ‘truth of the gospel’  2:14

They needed the truth.  4:16


They needed to obey the truth. 5:7

Abraham was counted righteous by faith. 3:6

We begin by the Spirit, we are completed by the Spirit. 3:3


The promise of the Spirit is received through faith 3:14
4. WE NEED SOUND JUDGMENT—DISCRETION


There are many false ideas and false teachers today.


We need a point of reference—a standard.


We must know and obey the truth.
5. TEST ALL THINGS.  I Thess. 5:21

Evaluate Bible study notes.

Evaluate teachers and preachers.


In essentials—unity



In non-essentials—liberty




In all things—charity.

Learn the truth 


How to tell counterfeit money—be able to identify the genuine.

Believe and obey the truth
6. MEDITATE ON THE WORD OF GOD
The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. ESV Psalm 119:130
7. BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND

Fill your mind with truth.  Phil. 4:8
FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS

God accepts us as righteous in Christ


We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit


The Spirit gives liberty to obey God.



The Spirit produces the fruit of the Spirit in us.
FAITH WORKING THROUGH LOVE

God gives life and love for God and others.
THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND JUDGMENT

Galatians 4:13-20


Paul was deeply concerned for the spiritual welfare of the Galatian Christians. They had come to faith in Christ. They had received the Spirit. They had been following Christ. Then some teachers insisted that Gentiles as well as Jews must keep the rituals and regulations given by Moses. They must live by the law in order to be accepted by God. 

Paul wrote the Letter to the Galatians to tell them there is only one gospel. We are made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ, not by the works of the law. 
 No one is able to keep the law. No one can add anything to the finished work of Christ who paid the full price for our sin on the cross. 

How could they know what is true? Paul was an apostle, sent by God to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. The leaders of the Christian church in Jerusalem did agree with what Paul preached (Gal. 2:9). Paul did reason powerfully from the Scripture that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 9:22; 18:5, 28).

Today, there are many preachers and teachers, churches and religions. How can we know the truth?  We must have a ‘point of reference’, a standard of truth. We have the Word of God, the 66 books of the Bible. It is a library of truth. It has stood the test of careful examination and the test of time. But, we must study and meditate on the Word of God. We must learn what it teaches about God and His character. We must learn the way of salvation, how we can be delivered from the penalty and power of sin.

We each need discernment. We must develop the ability to make sound judgments in all areas of life, but especially in the area of spiritual truth. Bank tellers are taught to recognize counterfeit bills by learning what the qualities of genuine bills. So, we must learn the truth from God’s word and by using that as the standard we will be able to identify false teaching and false living. There are many sources of false teaching. But, we must personally study the Word of God and meditate on it so that we know and apply the truth to our lives.
The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. ESV Psalm 119:130

‘Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God’s Word with the purpose of separating truth from error and right from wrong. It is a task in which we attempt to see things as God sees them. People who are discerning have a heightened ability to see and understand issues from God’s perspective. Empowered by His Spirit, they strive for and are given an understanding of what is pleasing to God and what is not. They do this by understanding God through His Word, the Bible and by applying the wisdom of the Bible to their lives. All the while it is God who gives the motivation, the desire, the ability, and the power to both know and discern.’ Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment.
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BLONDIN AND COLCORD

CROSSING NIAGRA FALLS ON A TIGHTROPE ca. 1868
BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352
January 24, 2010
YOU ARE WELCOME
Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.bccharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. 
ESV Galatians 5:6
In Fellowship With
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