9:30 a.m. Bible Classes for youth and adults.  Adults are studying Galatians 3.
Mon., 6:00 p.m. Crown Financial Study
Tues., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study at Ken and Sherry Ford’s home.
NO Wed., 10:00 a.m. Ladies Community Bible Study until Jan. 13 
NO Wed., 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study Dan and Deb Deffinbaugh’s home, 1510 Spencer Lake Rd. Resume on Jan. 6.
Sun., Jan. 10, MUSIC EVENING—Join in praise and fellowship.


Bring your instrument and voice to praise the Lord.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

1. PRAISE God we are part of His body, the church.
2. PRAY for unsaved loved ones to come to Christ.
3. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN in the county jail and W.C.C. to come to Christ and grow in godly character: 
4. PRAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Evie Foist,  Philip Howard, Caleb Howard,  Nyree Rinkevich, Joshua Anderson,  Nathan Keith, Alistair Borchert and their families.    
5. PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES: June Breithaupt and Leeann Deutsch with AMF.
6. PRAY FOR TESS SMITH, to be free of unjust confinement. 
7. PRAY FOR MATT REIMER— http://hiphack.blogspot.com/
The purpose for the Local Church

1. Worship and show our love for the Lord (Revelation 2:4).

2. Minister to our own members so that we encourage each other to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24).

3. Be the agency for carrying out the Great Commission. The gospel should be preached in the services so that unbelievers can respond. Every Christian is ‘the light of the world’ where we live.
4. Care for our own who are in need, e.g., widows, orphans and the poor (James 1:27; 1 Timothy 5:1-16).

5. Do good in the world (Galatians 6:10).

6. Produce mature, stable, holy Christians (Colossians 1:28; Hebrews 6:1; Ephesians 4:14-16). This may mean discipline in the area of morals and maintenance of purity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 5, 2 Timothy 2:16-18).            Vickie Kraft, Bible.org

GROWING A HEALTHY CHURCH

Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:12-16; Heb. 10:19-25

1. APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE  (teaching)


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE


JESUS CHRIST
Virgin Birth, Deity, Atonement, Resurrection,



Promised Return


SALVATION by faith in Christ alone, by grace alone


CHRISTIAN LIVING—abide in Christ 


HOLY SPIRIT—indwells every believer, teaches, empowers, convicts

Agrees with Jesus’ teaching.  I Tim. 6:3

SOUND (Gk. huginas means healthy) DOCTRINE



I Tim. 1:10; Titus 1:9, 2:1


Godly leaders: wise leadership, godly examples


Motivated, receptive learners/students

2. FELLOWSHIP  (Gk., koinonia)


Partnership, united participation, workers together

Fellow members of the body of Christ, loving and serving one another.


Teamwork, fellow laborers  Luke 4:18

United praise and worship, encouragement, support, sharing

GOSPEL COMMUNITY—sharing life in Christ together

3. BREAKING OF BREAD


Shared meals, and ‘communion’


Shared lives

4. PRAYERS: united dependence on God


Praying God’s promises, Bible prayers. Col. 1; Eph. 1, 3.

Seeking guidance, wisdom, strength, protection


Praying for enemies, unsaved

5. EQUIPPING THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF MINISTRY Eph. 4:12


For the building up of the body of Christ


Unity of the faith


Knowledge of the Son of God


Maturity: to become like Christ


Stability: not tossed about by every wind of doctrine


Speaking the truth in love


Joined and knit together by what every joint supplies


Every part does its share


Causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
6. REPENTANCE  Acts 2:38
7. INFLUENCE IN THE COMMUNITY  Acts 2:43


Changed lives demonstrate the reality of Christ
8. DRAW NEAR, HOLD FAST, CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER  Heb. 10:19-25
GROWING A HEALTHY CHURCH
Acts 2:42


How do you judge the health of a church? It is more than numbers and activities. There must be LIFE IN CHRIST. There must be LOVE.  There must be GODLY LIVING. The church must be LIGHT in the world. ESV Matthew 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.


The ‘church’ is the believers in Christ assembled to worship, fellowship, pray and serve.  God uses many similes to describe the church: the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, a temple to worship Christ, a vine and its branches. 


Healthy means maturing, growing, stable, strong, filled with life, purposeful. Just as proper nutrition, exercise and rest are essential for physical growth, so, an appetite for the Word of God, obedience to God’s commands, growing trust in God, and hatred of sin are essential to spiritual growth. Many of those who heard Peter’s sermon about Jesus Christ believed what Peter said. They came to trust in Jesus Christ and were brought into God’s kingdom. They repented of their sins and sought a transformed life in Christ. They were steadfast in their love for Christ. They continued to learn from the apostles, and obey God’s message to them. They also shared their lives with one another. They helped those who were needy. They devoted themselves to prayer every day. Their lives were transformed by Christ.

Our environment is filled with bacteria, viruses and poisons that continually attack our physical bodies. Our immune system must be able to recognize these enemies and strong enough to overcome and eliminate them. Likewise, there are many enemies that attack and weaken our spiritual lives. Paul warned that there would be ‘savage wolves’ that would attack the flock. Also, ‘from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things to draw away the disciples after themselves’ (Acts 20:30). It is very important that both leaders and every Christian know the truth of God’s word and be discerning about both the teaching and the spirit of those they follow. We must be sure the teaching agrees in content and spirit with Christ and the New Testament.  We must also discern the influence of our culture on our thinking and living. We may be absorbing more of the values of our culture than we realize. We may be occupied with self-centered activities and neglect our spiritual health and true fellowship with the Lord.

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." ESV John 14: 21
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BRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

500 E. North Island Drive, Shelton, WA 98584

360-426-6352
December 27, 2009
YOU ARE WELCOME
Bible Classes 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.bccharstine.org
Pastor Howard Spear

153 E. Rolling Hills Dr., ‑426-5221

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. ESV Acts 2:42
In Fellowship With
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